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sympathies were at once alienated when, as in
the frontier affair, they pointed out to him the
folly of his conduct. During the next two
months all the symptoms which are generally
premonitory of a ministerial crisis in Cairo
appeared. It became daily more and more clear
that the Khedive was on bad terms with his
Ministers. I could have prolonged the life of
the Ministry if I had taken the initiative in
affording it support. But I saw no sufficient
reason for taking action of this description.
Without doubt it appeared hard that the Ministers
should fall by reason of the only wise act which
they had committed during their tenure of office.
But the Khedive's resentment against them was
not altogether unjustifiable. His view of the
matter was that they had first encouraged him
to adopt an Anglophobe policy, and had then
deserted him when the inevitable consequences
of his Anglophobia were visited on his head.
From my point of view, I did not consider that
one friendly step, taken under compulsion, was
enough to justify me in condoning a long course
of previous enmity. I Was well aware that if
I did nothing the Ministry would, almost certainly
fall. I was glad that they should fall, but it
,seotned to me better that the impending change
all outward appearances be the natural
of existing circumstances, rather than